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ABSTRACT 

Suwarnaprashan, an ancient Ayurvedic practice mentioned in the Kashyapa Samhita. It is holistic approach to 

pediatric healthcare. Literally translation of Suwarnaprashan is "ingestion of gold". This is unique procedure 

involves the administration of processed gold (Swarna Bhasma) mixed with honey, ghee, and specific herbal 

extracts like Brahmi and Vacha to children. Suwarnaprashan enhance "Medha" (intellect) and "Bala" (strength). 

According to Modern perspectives, it can be preventive immunology. Despite its growing popularity, the paper 

highlights the necessity for standardized manufacturing protocols and rigorous, large-scale clinical trials to validate 

its efficacy and safety. By bridging ancient wisdom with evidence-based medicine, Suwarnaprashan offers a 

promising complementary strategy to strengthen pediatric health and resilience in an era of rising antimicrobial 

resistance and lifestyle-induced vulnerabilities. This Review explores the clinical significance of Suwarnaprashan 

in the modern context, examining its role as a potential biogenic immunostimulant. Unlike conventional vaccines 

that target specific pathogens.  
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INTRODUCTION  

The quest for enhancing human immunity and cognitive potential is not a modern obsession but a foundational pillar of 

ancient medical systems. In Ayurveda, the traditional Indian system of medicine, pediatric care is categorized under 

Kaumarabhritya.  

 

Kaumarabhritya emphasizes the importance of building a child’s foundational health. In Kaumarabhritya various 

regimens described for neonatal and pediatric care. Suwarnaprashan is unique “Lehana”
[1]

 which promotes longevity, 

intellectual capacity, and systemic immunity. 

  

Kashyapa Samhita is the authoritative text on Ayurvedic pediatrics. Acharya Kashyapa described Suwarnaprashan 

vidhi,
[2]

 in Kashyapa Samhita. It is as the administration of purified gold particles (Swarna Bhasma) processed with 

medicated ghee and honey. The classical text asserts that regular administration gives, extremely superior memory 

(Medha), strong digestive system (Agni), and physical strength (Bala). It protects the child from various infections and 

ensures a long, healthy life.
[3]

  

 

In the contemporary medical landscape, where the world faces the dual challenges of antimicrobial resistance and the 

emergence of novel pathogens, there is a renewed interest in “host-centric” preventive strategies. While modern 

immunization focuses on pathogen-specific antibody production, Suwarnaprashan is hypothesized to act as a non-

specific immunomodulator. Current research suggests that the incinerated gold particles used in this practice are 

essentially nano particles, which may possess unique bio-distribution properties that influence the reticuloendothelial 

system and neuro-endocrine axes.  

 

However, the transition of Suwarnaprashan
[4]

 from a traditional ritual to a scientifically validated public health 

intervention requires a critical bridge. This review aims to analyze the classical foundations of Suwarnaprashan, 

evaluate its pharmacological constituents, and discuss its relevance in the modern context of preventive immunology 

and neuro-developmental health. By synthesizing ancient wisdom with modern toxicological and clinical data, we can 

better understand how this “ancient immunization” might complement current pediatric protocols.  

 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

MATERIAL 

For this literary Research work, we take references of Ayurvedic Samhita and Modern books and online published 

Research Papers.  

 

METHODS 

Relevant References related with Suwarnaprashan were compiled, categorized, interpreted and critically analyzed with 

modern correlation.  

 

DISCUSSION  

The clinical application of Suwarnaprashan in the modern era presents a fascinating intersection between ancient 

toxicology and modern nanotechnology. The discussion surrounding its efficacy hinges on three primary pillars: the 

pharmacodynamics of gold nanoparticles, the synergistic role of the delivery vehicle, and its comparative standing with 

modern immunization.  
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• The Nano-medicine Perspective
[5]

  

The most significant point of discussion is the nature of Swarna Bhasma (incinerated gold). Traditional Ayurvedic 

processes involve repeated “Puta” (incineration cycles), which reduce elemental gold into a stabilized, biocompatible 

form. Modern physicochemical analyses, including SEM (Scanning Electron Microscopy) and TEM (Transmission 

Electron Microscopy), reveal that these particles are often in the range of 5–50 nm. These nanoparticles can cross the 

blood-brain barrier and are easily taken up by macrophages, suggesting a mechanism for the “Medha” (intellectual) and 

“Bala” (immunity) claims found in classical texts.  

 

• Synergistic Action of the Vehicle (Anupana)  

Suwarnaprashan is not merely gold administration; it is a complex formulation. Ghee (Lipid Medium): Acts as a 

carrier for fat-soluble vitamins and herbal extracts, facilitating better absorption through the lipophilic cell membranes.  

Honey: Serves as a natural preservative and a catalyst (Yogavahi), carrying the medicinal properties deep into the 

tissues.  

 

Medhya Drugs
[6]

: The inclusion of Brahmi (Bacopa monnieri) and Vacha (Acorus calamus) provides a neuroprotective 

effect, potentially enhancing synaptic plasticity in developing brains.  

 

• Non-Specific vs. Specific Immunity
[7]

  

A critical distinction must be made between Suwarnaprashan and modern vaccines. While vaccines provide Specific 

Acquired Immunity against targeted antigens (like Polio or Measles), Suwarnaprashan appears to enhance Non-

Specific (Innate) Immunity. This “trained immunity” may explain the reported reduction in the frequency and severity 

of common upper respiratory tract infections in children receiving the formulation. It should be viewed as a 

nutraceutical adjuvant rather than a replacement for the National Immunization Schedule.  

 

• Safety and Standardization  

The primary skepticism from the modern medical community concerns heavy metal toxicity. However, studies indicate 

that Swarna Bhasma is chemically distinct from soluble gold salts (which can be nephrotoxic). Because it is an 

insoluble, calcined form, it remains metabolically inert while exerting a biological effect. Nevertheless, the lack of 

standardized “Pushya Nakshatra”
[8]

 (the auspicious timing for administration) protocols and the presence of 

adulterated products in the market remain significant hurdles for its global acceptance.  

 

• Future Implications  

The integration of Suwarnaprashan into mainstream pediatric care could potentially reduce the burden of recurrent 

childhood illnesses and antibiotic overuse. However, the discussion concludes that until large-scale, double-blind, 

placebo-controlled trials are conducted, it remains a complementary preventive therapy. The focus should remain on 

establishing a standardized “dose-response” curve to ensure both safety and maximum therapeutic benefit.  

 

CONCLUSION  

Suwarnaprashan serves as a sophisticated Ayurvedic bio-stimulation that enhances pediatric Health. Rather than 

replacing modern vaccines, Suwarnaprashan acts as a holistic adjuvant that strengthens inner immunity and accelerates 

cognitive development through the critical early years. While its traditional efficacy is well-documented, global 

integration requires rigorous standardization and large-scale clinical trials to validate its safety and pharmacokinetic 
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profile. Ultimately, it offers a promising, host-centric strategy for nurturing long-term health and vitality in the modern 

environmental context.  
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