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ABSTRACT
The elegance of Mousuni Island lies in its untouched, rustic simplicity. Where the river embraces the sea, this
hidden gem off the coast of West Bengal offers a serene escape. It captivates travellers with golden sands, pristine

beaches, and a tranquil atmosphere far from the chaotic crowds of mainstream destination.
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INTRODUCTION

Mousuni is defined by a slow, laid-back rhythm. It is a place where you swap the noise of the city for the gentle
murmuring of the wind, the rustle of nearby mangrove forests, and the rhythmic crashing of the waves. It's an
undiscovered slice of paradise that allows you to truly unplug and find peace in nature's embrace. Mousuni Island is a
serene, offbeat destination near Kolkata (approx. 125 km) where the river meets the Bay of Bengal, offering pristine
white sand beaches, mangrove forests, and rustic eco-camping. Its beauty lies in quiet beach sunsets, star-gazing,

birdwatching, and rural fisherman village life.

Figure 1: Mousuni Island.
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The Core Elements of Mousuni‘s Charm

>

The Confluence of Waters: Positioned near the mouth of the Bay of Bengal, the island treats visitors to a
beautiful meeting point of river currents and sea waves.

Virgin Coastlines: Unlike highly commercialized beaches, Mousuni features expansive, quiet stretches of golden
sand that are perfect for peaceful morning walks.

Stunning Skies: The Island’s open horizons provide a magnificent canvas for breath-taking, uninterrupted sunrises
and sunsets.

Figure 2: Scenic beauty of island.

Experience & Culture

>

Beachside Camping: The magic of the island is best experienced by staying in eco-friendly bamboo cottages, mud
huts, or dome tents just steps away from the shoreline.

Starry Nights: Because the island is tucked away and largely free of artificial light pollution, the night skies are a
mesmerizing spectacle of twinkling constellations.

Fishermen's Heritage: Mousuni offers a glimpse into authentic coastal living. You can wander through local
fishing colonies, interact with friendly villagers, and watch local fishermen cast their nets into the sea.

Delicious Local Fare: The simplicity of the island extends to its food. Camps routinely serve up incredible local

catches, fresh crab curries, and traditional Bengali dishes cooked over wood fires.

Figure 3: Self-explanatory view of Island.
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Key Aspects of Mousuni Island's Beauty

» Unique Geography: A confluence point of the river and sea, resulting in a scenic landscape surrounded by water
on three sides.

» Virgin Beaches: Clean beaches like Baliara are ideal for relaxation, away from urban crowds.

» Eco-Camping Experience: Accommodation mainly consists of beachside tents and wooden cottages, providing

an immersive nature experience.

Figure 4: Mangrove forest of Mousuni Island.

Starlit Nights: Known for relaxing beach nights, campfires, and walking along the quiet seashore.
Local Culture & Wildlife: Experience rural life, local seafood, and bird watching in the mangroves.
Travel Information:

Best Time: October to March is ideal; summer/rainy seasons can be harsh or risky.

YV V. V V V

Location: Near Namkhana in South 24 Parganas, West Bengal.
Accessibility: Accessible from Kolkata via road up to Namkhana/Baganga Ghat, followed by boat crossings.

To reach the pristine beaches of Mousuni Island, you must take a quick ferry across the river. While standard passenger
motorboats are primarily used for this island crossing, tourists can also arrange private big boat rides or charter fishing
boats to explore nearby areas like Jambu Dwip. The Route: Drive or take a bus from Kolkata to Namkhana. Cross the

Hatania-Doania bridge, then head to a ferry point like Durgapur Ghat.

The Crossing: Board a passenger ferry (locally called bhutbhuti or motorboat) to cross the Chinai River and reach

Mousuni Island.

Figure 5: Hatania-Doania River.
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Once on the island, the "big boat™ experience mainly revolves around sightseeing and local flavour:

Island Hopping: You can hire local fishermen's boats or arrange with your campsite to take a larger boat to nearby
Jambu Dwip (a secluded, nearby island).

Fishing & Sunset Cruises: Many beach camps (such as Baliara or Bagdanga) can organize scenic boat rides for your
group where you can watch the sunset from the water.
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Figure 6: Map of Mousuni Island.

BENGAL

Visual Appeal: The beaches feature picturesque, colourful wooden boats anchored on the sand or floating in the tidal
waters, which are incredibly popular for photography.

Eco-Stay: The Island is known for offbeat, rustic camping. Most beach camps offer tents and mud huts.

Vibe: It’s a great mix of local seafood, beach bonfires, and stargazing.

Best Time to Visit: Winter months (October to February) are the best, as the weather is cool and perfect for boat rides
and beach walk.

The Hatania-Doania River is a tidal creek located in the South 24 Parganas district of West Bengal, India, separating
Namkhana from Narayanpur. It is a critical waterway for connectivity in the Sundarbans region. A high-level

extradosed bridge (Hatania-Doania Bridge) on NH-117 now connects these banks, enhancing transport to Bakkhali.
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Key Details

Location: Namkhana, South 24 Parganas, West Bengal, India.

Significance: Separates Namkhana (north bank) from Narayanpur (south bank).

Bridge: The Hatania-Doania Bridge (also known as Namkhana Bridge) was built to replace the previous ferry/vessel
service.

Nature: It is part of the tidal creeks of the Sundarban delta system.

Figure 7: Ethnic view of Mousuni Island.

CONCLUSION
Mousuni Island’s elegance lies in its untouched, virgin beaches where the river Bhagirathi meets the Bay of Bengal. It
offers a perfect, offbeat escape from city life. Here, the rhythm of nature dictates your day, blending rustic charm with

simple, deeply relaxing coastal living.

The Essence of Mousuni’s Charm
A Confluence of Waters: The Island is flanked by the river on one side and the expansive sea on the other, creating a

unigue riverine and coastal ecosystem.

Untouched Coastlines: Unlike commercialized beaches, Mousuni features virgin golden sands, dense mangrove

patches, and gentle, calming waves.

Mesmerizing Skies: The sunrises and sunsets here paint the sky in breath taking hues, while the unpolluted night skies

are perfect for stargazing.

The Vibe
Glamping & Solitude: Instead of concrete resorts, the island is known for eco-friendly beachside tents and quaint

bamboo huts.

Fisherman’s Folk: It retains the innocent, quiet life of a traditional fishing community. You can observe local fishermen

casting nets or chat with the villagers.

Relaxation: Time slows down. You can spend the day unwinding on a hammock, strolling the quiet shore, or reading to

the sound of the wind.
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Typical Island Activities
Beach Camping: Sleeping just a few meters from the water with the ocean as your lullaby.
Evening Bonfires: Gathering around a fire for music and conversation.

Fresh Seafood: Relishing authentic, locally caught fish, crab, and prawns, cooked in traditional Bengali style.
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